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hardly be 'bonds which attach'; and from an Imperial
standpoint the gain of a strong united Australia was worth
many times the loss of some power for the Judicial Com-
mittee of the Privy Council.
The Bill passed through Parliament on-July 3rd, 1900,
and on January 1st, 1901, the Commonwealth of Australia
entered into life.
What will be the ultimate character of the Constitution
it is impossible to say. In spite of the vigorous assertion
of State interests and the natural desire of State Ministers
to magnify their own offices, it is possible that a genera-
tion brought up under new influences may recognize the
accidental character of State divisions and attach little
importance to what now seems sacrosanct. The provisions
of the Act giving concurrent jurisdiction to the Common-
wealth Parliament on a variety of subjects which at first
belonged to the State Legislatures, and the free use which
is being made of the power to amend the Constitution1
afford an easy way by which the powers of the Common-
wealth may wax and those of the States may wane. It is
true that the great distances between the various points of
Australia seem to necessitate a genuinely federal govern-
ment, but science is daily achieving new wonders in the
bridging of space, and British South Africa, in spite of its
size, has ventured on a unitary government. These things
are for Australia to settle in its own way. For us here it
is enough to note that the Commonwealth Act of 1900, in
the laborious care with which its every syllable was drafted,
in the anxious attempts of its framers to secure unanimityj
and the jealous provision made throughout its stages for its
popular sanction, represents a high-water mark in demo-
cratic constitution-making of which every member of the
Anglo-Saxon race, who, with whatever searching of heart
and anxiety, recognizes that democracy is the inevitable
goal, may well be legitimately proud.
1 The electors, however, have not hitherto treated very favourably such
proposed amendments (1924).
B $

